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Phumtham:
Digital Wallet
Stipend to
Boost Thai
Economy

@a Thought of the Day

And, when you want something,
all the universe conspires in
helping you to achieve it.

:- Paulo Coelho ”
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Graft Scandals
Threaten
Conservatives' Bid
for Third Term in
Croatia Election

Aborted Peace
Deal Could Be
Basis for
Ukraine Talks,
Says Kremlin

' Biden Says:

Expects Iran to’Attack

Israel Soon, Warns: 'Don't’

* Washington (U.S.A.)

.S. President Joe Biden on
Friday said he expected Iran to
attack Israel "sooner, rather than

later" and warned Tehran not to proceed.
Asked by reporters about his message

to Iran, Biden said simply, "Don't," and
he underscored Washington's
commitmentto defend Israel.

"We are devoted to the defense of Israel.
We will support Israel. We will help
defend Israel and Iran will not succeed,"
he said.

Biden said he would not divulge secure
information, but said his expectation
was that an attack could come "sooner,
rather than later." He spoke to reporters
atthe White House after a virtual speech
to acivil rights conference

Israel braced on Friday for an attack by

Iran or its proxies as warnings grew of
retaliation for an attack on lIran's
embassy compound last week in
Damascus that killed a senior
commander in the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard Corps' overseas Quds Force and
six other officers.

Somalia Refuses to Accept Ethiopian
Naval Base in Breakaway Region

* Nairobi (Kenya) .

omalia will never accept
S Ethiopia's plan to build a

naval base in its breakaway
region of Somaliland, but would
consider granting Ethiopia
commercial port access if
discussed bilaterally, a senior
Somali official said on Friday.
Landlocked Ethiopia sparked a
diplomatic row with Mogadishu in
January by signing a deal with
Somaliland to lease 20 km (12
miles) of its coastline in return for recognising the region as an independent state.
Somalia called the deal illegal as it considers Somaliland as part of its territory even
though it has had effective autonomy since 1991.
To defuse the acrimony, Kenya in consultation with Djibouti and eastern African bloc
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has proposed a maritime treaty
to govern how landlocked states in the region can access ports on commercial terms,
a senior Kenyan official said on Thursday.

Contd. on Page 2

Rest on Page 2

Nigerian Military Swoops on Militants
and Oil Thieves in Week-Long Operation

* Abuja (Nigeria)

igeria's military said on
N Friday it had inflicted heavy

losses on Islamist militant
groups in the north and oil thieves
in the south, arresting hundreds,
seizing weapons and rescuing
kidnap victims in a week-long
operation.
Defence spokesperson Major-
General Edward Buba said in a
statement that troops had killed or
wounded 188 militants and
arrested 330 suspects across different locations in the country.
Security forces also arrested 36 suspected oil thieves in the Niger delta region and
freed 133 kidnap victims, seizing around 270 weapons and more than 5,000 rounds
of ammunition during the entire operation.
"The armed forces are working decisively to kill the terrorists, stop insecurity and
ensure the safety of citizens. Troops will continue to operate with tremendous forces
against the terrorists across the country,” Buba said.

Contd. on Page 2
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Biden Says: Expects Iran ...

Countries including India,
France, Poland and Russia
have warned their citizens
against travel to the region,
already on edge over the war in
Gaza, now in its seventh month.
Germany on Friday called on its
citizenstoleave Iran.

Israel did not claim
responsibility for the airstrike on
April 1. But Iran's supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
said Israel "must be punished

and shall be" for an operation he
said was equivalent to an attack
on Iranian soil.

Earlier, White House
spokesperson John Kirby said
the reportedly imminent attack
by Iran on Israel was a real and
viable threat, but gave no
details about any possible
timing.

Kirby said the United States was
looking at its own force posture
in the region in light of Tehran's
threat and was watching the
situation very closely.
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Somalia Refuses to Accept ...

Before discussing port access
bilaterally, Ethiopia must annul
its agreement with Somaliland,
Somalia's state minister for
foreign affairs Ali Omar told

Reuters. "Somalia will never
accept (a) naval base," Omar
said. "Somalia is ready for
commercial access in
accordance with the
international law of the sea."

He added that Somalia was
willing to discuss proposals so
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long as they meet the country's
interests which are to
"safeguard (our) sovereignty,
political independence and
unity".

Nigerian Military Swoops ...

Nigeria faces a raft of
security challenges
including a long-running
Islamist insurgency in the
northeast, separatist
violence in the southeast,
rampant oil theft in the Niger
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Delta and kidnapping for
ransom by criminal gangs.
Buba said troops destroyed
51 dugout pits, 24 boats, 21
storage tanks and more than
20 illegal oil refining facilities,
recovering nearly 700,000
litres of stolen crude oil.

Oil theft and illegal refining is
rife in Nigeria's oil-rich delta
as impoverished locals and
more sophisticated criminal
gangs pilfer pipelines to
make fuel to sell for profit.
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Wlnspects Pricing and Services at Transport Stations During Songkran Festival

Page 3 News
» Bangkok / 12 April

Deputy Director General of the
Department of Internal Trade
(DIT) Udom Srisomsong revealed
after inspecting vendors at
Krungthep Apiwat central station
and Mo Chit 2 coach station that
during the Songkran festival,
when a significant number of indi-
viduals travel back home or visit
other provinces, they primarily
rely on public buses or trains. In
addition to consuming meals and
beverages, they also purchase
goods for personal consumption
or as gifts for their loved ones. Con-
sequently, the Department of
Internal Trade has deployed offi-
cials to conduct thorough inspec-
tions and closely monitor the pric-
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Phumtham Wechayachai
Furthermore, there has been a

ous transport and railway stations,

ing of goods, aligning with the
directives of Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Commerce

campaign to

raise awareness
among business operators at vari-

"Thai Fruit Festival 2024 by MOC" Kicks
Off at Maha Songkran World Water Festival

Page 3 News
» Bangkok /12April

The Ministry of Com-
merce has launched the
"Thai Fruit Festival 2024
by MOC" at the Maha
Songkran World Water
Festival 2024, taking
place at Sanam Luang cer-
emonial ground in Bang-
kok. This festival is
designed to assist farm-
ersin distributing their pro-
duce and to promote the
soft power of Thai fruits.
The event, running until
April 15th, features over
75 types of fresh and pro-
cessed fruits, available at
discounts of up to
60%.The Ministry of Com-
merce states that this fes-
tival aligns with the gov-
ernment’s 2024 fruit man-
agement policies, which
include six measures and
25 plans to expand distri-

bution channels and
enhance the global recog-
nition of Thai fruits. The
festival is organized into

various zones
showcasing fresh fruits,
fruit juices, fancy fruits,
sticky rice with mango,
shaved ice, smoothies,
ice cream, cakes, pro-
cessed fruits, and DIT
branded drinks. These
diverse offerings are
aimed at attracting both

Thai PM Boosts Strategic
Partnership with Vietnam  Access to Ecotourism Sites
‘ N During Songkran Festival

—

Page 3 News
*Bangkok /12April

Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin expressed on "X"
that Thailand and Vietnam
hold a crucial strategic part-
nership, particularly in the
economic sector. He high-
lighted their readiness to
upgrade their relationship
to a "Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership" soon.
Additionally, they plan to
collaboratively advance
the ACMECS for inclusive
and sustainable develop-
ment in the Mekong sub-
region.

The Thai Prime Minister
warmly welcomed the visit
of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, Bui
Thanh Son. He mentioned
that both nations agree on
the potential to enhance
economic cooperation,

&

emphasizing logistics and
infrastructure connec-
tions. Thailand has specifi-
cally requested Vietnam's
assistance in facilitating
the transit of fruit and agri-
cultural products through
Vietnam to China.
Regarding tourism, the Thai
Prime Minister sought Viet-
nam's support to advance
the "6 Countries, 1 Destina-
tion" concept. He noted that
tourist exchanges between
the two countries have dou-
bled inthe pastyear, with the
number of Thai tourists visit-
ing Vietnam increasing by
200%. Thailand has also
become a favorite destina-
tion for Vietnamese tourists.
Consequently, Prime Minis-
ter Srettha proposed a col-
laboration to increase direct
flights from Vietnam to Udon
Thani to further boost tour-
ism between the two
nations.

tourists and locals attend-
ing the Maha Songkran
festival.

This event is a key oppor-
tunity to more broadly pro-
mote Thai fruits, providing
additional income for farm-
ers while allowing the
public and tourists to
enjoy the distinct flavors
of Thai fruits during the
globally celebrated
Maha Songkran festivi-
ties.

such as food and beverage ven-
dors, consumer goods sellers,
and luggage trolley service pro-

viders, to clearly display price tags

vices match those displayed on
the price tags to prevent unjusti-
fied price hikes during periods of
increased service demand.

Udom emphasized that the DIT
stresses the importance for busi-
ness operators to clearly display
price tags. Failure to do so may
result in a fine of up to 10,000
baht. In cases where goods are
sold at unreasonably high prices,
hoarding occurs, or sellers
refuse to sell, the penalty may
include imprisonment for up to 7
years, a fine of up to 140,000
baht, or both. If the public
encounters unfair sales prac-
tices, they can file complaints via
the DIT hotline at 1569,
Line@MR.dit, or at provincial
commerce offices nationwide.
DIT will dispatch officials to
investigate, and if violations are

and service charges. Additionally,
they are encouraged to ensure
that the prices of goods and ser-

found, strict legal actions will be
taken.

Digital Wallet Stipend to be
Distributed Through "Thang Rath" App

Page 3 News
*Bangkok /12April

Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin reviewed the
facility's progress and
readiness for the public's
safe travel during the
2024 Songkran festival.

He suggested installing
more LED screens for
advertisements to
increase revenue and
entertain passengers
awaiting buses. The
Prime Minister also
emphasized the impor-
tance of monitoring bus
drivers' health and con-
ducting thorough drug
tests. Afterward, he
inspected the newly reno-
vated restrooms, noting
the importance of main-
taining cleanliness due to
their frequent use by the
public. He found the 10
baht charge for premium

Thailand Offers Free

Page 3 News
*Bangkok / 12April

The Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environ-
ment has underlined the ini-
tiative to develop
ecotourism  sites, specifi-
cally recreational forests, to
serve as educational
spaces and enhance
awareness of the impor-
tance of natural resources.
Police General
Patcharawat \Wongsuwon,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Natural Resources and
Environment Minister,
made the statement. He
emphasized the signifi-
cance of family bonding
and relaxation during the
Songkran festival, with free
access provided at three
locations across Thailand.

Meanwhile, Surachai
Achalaboon, Director-
General of the Royal Forest
Department, mentioned
that waiving entry fees to
three recreational forests
during Songkran aims to
boost tourism and promote
nature education. The
three sites—Three Whales

Stone, Khao Eto Waterfall,
and Sea of Mist
Aiyerweng—are acclaimed
domestically and interna-
tionally. This policy allows
the public to connect with
nature and supports local
tourism.

The Forest Department
manages 30 recreational
forest areas across the
country, celebrated for their
scenic beauty and diverse
activities. These locations
offer both relaxation and
educational opportunities,
helping to foster environ-
mental awareness among
the youth and the general
public.

The sustainable develop-
ment of these recreational
forestsinto ecotourism des-
tinations includes engaging
local communities in con-
servation efforts, enhanc-
ing their income, and pro-
moting the preservation of
natural resources. Offering
free access during
Songkran not only enriches
the visitor experience but
also bolsters understand-
ing of natural conservation
and promotes family unity.

restroom services rea-
sonable, given their qual-
ity. He also visited the
upgraded passenger wait-
ing areas, which now offer
additional seating.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned that feedback from
passengers was positive,
with satisfaction regard-
ing cleanliness and the
improvements made in
the last seven months.

He praised the ministers'

commitment to improving
public convenience,
including the introduction
of online booking ser-
vices at fair prices. The
food court, with its rea-
sonable pricing, received
an 8 out of 10 rating. He
recognized that special
efforts might have been
made for his visit and
hinted at the possibility of
future, unannounced
inspections.

Phumtham: Digital Wallet
Stipend to Boost Thai Economy

Page 3 News
*Bangkok /12April

The Ministry of Com-
merce has affirmed that
the Digital Wallet stipend
project, a key campaign
promise of the ruling
Pheu Thai Party, will sig-
nificantly benefit the pub-
lic and stimulate the coun-
try's economy. Deputy
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Commerce,
P humtham
Wechayachai, disclosed
that despite some delays,
the distribution of funds is
scheduled to start in the
fourth quarter of 2024
through the "Than Rath"
mobile application, which
was developed by the gov-
ernment.

To facilitate this initiative,
the government and the
Ministry of Commerce will
enable retail stores and
“Blue Flag” stores to reg-
ister for the program in the
third quarter of 2024. It is
anticipated that 8-9 mil-
lion vendors will partici-
pate, allowing the public
to spend the digital
money throughout all dis-
tricts.

Phumtham highlighted

that the digital wallet ini-
tiative is a well-
researched measure
designed to support peo-
ple in various professions
and is expected to stimu-
late the economy by cre-
ating jobs and meeting
nationwide demands for
goods. While some politi-
cians and academics
have criticized the pro-
gram as politically moti-
vated, Phumtham clari-
fied that it is common for
political parties to imple-
ment policies that assist
the public and benefit the
country. He emphasized
that this policy has under-
gone thorough studies
and is projected to deliver
tangible results by the
end of 2024.
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India on Friday described as
"positive development" the
move by the Taliban regime to
restore private land rights to
Afghan Hindus and Sikh
minorities.

According to reports, the Taliban
administration has taken steps
to restore property rights of the
Hindu and the Sikh communi-
ties.

"We have seen reports on this
issue. If the Taliban administra-
tion has decided to restore
property rights to their citizens
belonging to the Afghan Hindu
and Sikh community, we see
this as a positive development,”
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.

His remarks came in response
to a question on the matter

during his weekly media briefing.

_TALIBAN TO RETURN PRIVATE LAND
TO HINDU, SIKH IN AFGHANISTAN

reportedly set up a commission
to ensure return to owners the
rights of private land which were

tenure of the previous dispensa-
tionin Kabul.
The latest move by the Taliban

India's pointsperson on
Afghanistan J P Singh met senior
members of Afghan authorities in

Indlia Welcomes Taliban's Move To Return Private Land To Hindus, Sikhs

Singh, the joint secretary
heading the division for Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Iran in the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
held talks with Taliban's foreign
minister Amir Khan Muttaqi last
month. India has not yet
recognised the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan and has been
pitching for the formation of a
truly inclusive government in
Kabul besides insisting that
Afghan soil must not be used for
any terrorist activities againstany
country. India has been pitching
for providing unimpeded
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
to address the unfolding
humanitarian crisisin the country.
In June 2022, India re-
established its diplomatic
presence in Kabul by deploying a
"technical team"in its embassy in
the Afghan capital. India had
withdrawn its officials from the
embassy after the Taliban seized
power in August 2021 following

The Taliban

regime has

seized by warlords during the

Awareness seminar organized for BLO
and ELC in-charges under SVEEP Activities

Page3News /
Jatinderpal Singh Kaler
* Nawanshahr / 12 April

As per the orders of Dis-
trict Election Officer--
Deputy Commissioner
Navjotpal Singh
Randhawa and Rajiv
Verma Additional Deputy
Commissioner, keeping in
view the Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024, an informative
seminar was organised
under the supervision of
Program Officer Prof.
Ramandeep Singh Nahar
for all booth level officers
of Balachaur tehsil, Elec-
toral Literacy Club mem-
bers and program officers
and campus ambassa-
dors at Baba Balraj Con-
stituent College,
Balachaur. Hardeep Kaur,
Assistant Professor, BLM
Girls College,
Nawanshahr and Rajinder
Kumar, Nodal Officer,
SVEEP, Vidhan Sabha,
Balachaur were the

speakers. Satnam Singh
said that every booth in
the district will become a
model booth this time, for
which work will have to

Annual Sports Meet organised at Rayat College of Law, Railmajra

I ¢
bt

Page3News
Jatinderpal Singh Kaler
» Kathgarh / 12 April

The Sports Club of Rayat
College of Law, Railmajra ,
successfully organized its
Annual Sports Meet. The
event witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from stu-
dents and faculty alike, pro-
moting the spirit of sports-
manship and healthy com-
petition within the college
community. The event was
graced by the presence of
notable personalities in the
sports and academic
domains. Mr. Rajpal Singh,
an Olympian, Arjuna
Awardee, and Former Cap-
tain of the Indian Hockey
Team, honored the occa-
sion as the Chief Guest. His
motivational speech reso-
nated with the audience,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of both law and sports
in life. Mr. Satbir Singh
Bajwa, Joint Registrar of

start from today. Arrange-
ments for ramps, electric-
ity, water, toilets, furniture,
plants, flowering plants
etc. would be made at
every booth. He said that
the Election Commission
of India has given the slo-
gan of "Iss Baar Sattar
Paar" which means that
the total voter turnout of
India has to be taken
above seventy percent in
the Lok Sabha elections
2024 while the SVEEP
team is working on the slo-
gan of "Iss Baar District
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Pajtar Paar". In order to
achieve this mission, no
voter should be deprived
of voting and to ensure

LTSU, adorned the eventas
the Guest of Honor, adding
prestige and encourage-
ment to the proceedings.
The Annual Sports Meetfea-
tured a diverse array of
sporting events, fostering
inclusivity and engagement
among participants. The
Sports Convener, Dr.
Mahender Singh, and Co-
Convener, Dr. Sohnu,
orchestrated a seamless
execution of the following
sports: Football, Cricket,
Basketball (Men and
Women), Tug of War (Men
and Women), Chess (Men
and Women),Athletics
(Men and Women), Volley-

this the BLOs and ELC
Incharges need to work at
the grassroot level for
effecvoting in district
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Nagar. He further added
that every voter should be
a participant in the "Elec-
tion Ka Parv Desh Ka
Garv" festival coming up
on June 1 in Punjab. He
also added compulsory
voting arrangements to be
made for students who
have turned 18years of
age on April 1.Sh.
Rajendra Kumar high-
lighted the minimum fixed
facilities available at
each booth and also
apprised the campus
ambassadors of their
duties. On this occasion,
all the BLOs also
apprised about the diffi-
culties being faced at the
grassroot level. On this
occasion, Prof. Hardeep
Kaur also administered
the voter's pledge to the
BLO and ELC in-charges
present. In the end, Prof.
Ramandeep Singh Nahar
thanked the BLO and
ELC in-charges who
came on the occasion.

l

ball (Men and Women),
Badminton (Men and
Women),Approximately
250 students showcased
their athletic prowess
across these events, dem-
onstrating remarkable skill
and dedication.Dr. Manish
Kumar, Dean Academic,
extended a heartfelt vote of
thanks, expressing grati-
tude to allparticipants, orga-
nizers, and sponsors for
their invaluable contribu-
tions towards making the
Annual Sports Meet a
resounding success.

The smooth coordination
and execution of the sports
events were attributed to

dispensation comes weeks after

Kabul.

concerns over their security.

Eid-ul-Fitr prayers held at Hasen
Ali Eidgah in Tedhara, Tedhara Pathar

Page3News / Osman Gani
e Mandia/ 12 April

Eid-ul-Fitr prayers
were held at Hasen Ali
Eidgah in Tedhara and
Tedhara Pathar.Eid-
ul-Fitr prayers are held
at the end of a month
of fasting Eid-ul-Fitr
prayers with great .-
enthusiasm The eid ul-
fitr prayers are
attended by a large num-
ber of religious
people.Hafiz Abdur
Razzak Sahab, a popular
owaijin of Assam, has pre-

sided over the Eid-ul-Fitr
prayer.Hafiz Abdur

Sahab talks
about namaz, roza, hajj,
zakat etc. and every par-
ent in the society should
impart religious education

Razzak

totheir respective children
from an early age.And all
kinds of prejudices
should be removed
from the society.The
secretary, president
and secretary of
Eidgah were present
at the congregational
prayers.Manir Uddin,
Bul Bul Hasan, Hazrat
Khan , Samsul Hoque,
Abu Bakkar Siddique,
Azmat Ali, Antab Ali, Basir
Uddin, Jamir Uddin,
Sattar Ali, , and other
chieftains took part in the
prayers.

40th Foundation Day of Guru Nanak
Mission Hospital Dhahan Kaleran on 17

Page3News /
Jatinderpal Singh Kaler
* Nawanshahr / 12 April

It has been 40 years since
the Guru Nanak Mission
Hospital established at
the common ground of vil-
lage Dhahan Kaleran of
district Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar has been suc-

the diligent efforts of the stu-
dent convenors and
incharges:Rishabh Vedant,
Vrind, Dheeraj,Vishavjeet,
Prabhjot, Gurkaran, Mehak,
Vrind Bhardwaj, Their lead-
ership and dedication
played a pivotal role in
ensuring the event's suc-
cess and enhancing the
overall experience for all
participants.The Annual
Sports Meet at Rayat Col-
lege of Law, Railmajra , not
only promoted physical
well-being and camarade-
rie but also instilled essen-
tial values of teamwork, dis-
cipline, and perseverance
among the student com-
munity. It served as a plat-
form for students to show-
case their talents and fos-
ter a sense of belonging
within the college fraternity.
With such enthusiasm and
zeal, the event is poised to
continue its tradition of
excellence in the years to
come.

cessfully providing ser-
vices. Its 40th foundation
day is being celebrated
with great enthusiasm on
Wednesday, April 17.
President of Guru Nanak
Mission Medical and Edu-
cational Trust A strong
appeal has been made by
Dr. Kulwinder Singh
Dhahan. He said that dur-

ing the event, eminent per-
sonalities from different
fields are coming specially
to share ideas about the
work of this service and on
that day presentations
regarding the establish-
ment, mission and pur-
pose of the hospital will
also be presented to the
audience.

BJP Replaces Kirron Kher With Sanjay
Tandon In Chandigarh Lok Sabha Seat

Page3News
» Chandigarh / 12 April

The BJP today announced
Sanjay Tandon as its candi-
date for the lone Lok Sabha
seat of Chandigarh, replac-
ing two-time MP Kirron
Kher.

Mr Tandon, 60, is the
party's co-incharge for
Himachal Pradesh and is
the son of former
Chhattisgarh Governor
Balramji Das Tandon - one
of the founding members
of the Jana Sangh and
later the BJP's Punjab
chief. He thanked the
party leadership for the
ticket from Chandigarh,
which will go to polls in the
last phase of the elections
on June 1, and discounted
the electoral challenge
posed by the INDIA bloc,

saying, "Politics works on
chemistry, not on mathe-
matics." Actor Kirron Kher,
who was elected as MP
from Chandigarh in 2014
and again from the constit-
uency in 2019, congratu-
lated Mr Tandon on his
nomination.
"Congratulations Sanjay
Tandon ji on being
selected as the BJP candi-
date for the Chandigarh
constituency. Wishing you
all the best in your cam-
paign ahead," she posted
on X sharing a photo with
him.

Mr Tandon, who was ear-
lier the Chandigarh BJP
chief for nearly a decade,
said he has always been
committed to the welfare
of the Union Territory.

"I have been connected
with the people of
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Bussin ity il fond SisBvapoaiion

Authorities in the Russian city of
Orenburg called on residents to
evacuate immediately on Friday
due to rapidly rising flood waters
after major rivers burst their
banks due to a deluge of melting
snow.

Water was also rising sharply in
another Russian region -
Kurgan - and in neighbouring
Kazakhstan the authorities said
100,000 people had been
evacuated so far, as rapidly
warming temperatures melted
heavy snow and ice and
dislodged trapped water and
mud in places.

Regional authorities called for
the mass evacuation of parts of
Orenburg, which is home to half
a million people. They said the
Ural river had reached 11
metres and 43 centimetres or
just over 37 feet, up from 10.87
metres reported a day earlier,
and that the situation was now
perilous.

. < s i

city. This is not a drill. There's a
mass evacuation in progress!,”
Sergei Salmin, the city's mayor,
said on the Telegram messen-
ger app.

"The flood situation in Orenburg
is extremely dangerous. Over

in the Ural River has risen by 40
cm and now stands at 1,143 cm.
These levels are dangerous."
He called on residents to gather
their documents, medicine and
essential items and to abandon
their homes.

i) i

deputy mayor, had said earlier
that over 360 houses and nearly
1,000 plots of land had been
flooded overnight. He said the
deluge was expected to reach
its peak on Friday and start
subsiding intwo days'time.

fgsinahalgrs

Kurgan region was also being
evacuated on Friday morning
after the water level there rose
1.4 metres (4.59 ft) overnight,
Kurgan's regional governor
Vadim Shumkov said on the
Telegram messaging app.
Kaminskoye is a settlement
along the Tobol river which also
flows through the regional
centre Kurgan, a city of 300,000
people. Shumkov said a deluge
could reach Kurgan in the
coming days.

"We can only hope the
floodplain stretches wide and
the ground absorbs as much
water as possible in its way," he
said, adding that a dam was
being reinforced in Kurgan.
Kurgan is home to a key part of
Russia's military-industrial
complex - a giant factory that
produces infantry fighting
vehicles for the army which are
in high demand in Ukraine
where the Russian military is on
the offensive in some areas.
There were no reports that the
factory, Kurganmashzavod, had

"There's a siren going off in the

the last 10 hours, the water level

Alexei

As Foreign Leaders Urge US Ukraine
Support, Republicans Look to Trump

Page3News
* Washington /12 April

Anunprecedented series of
foreign officials, including
from Japan, Britainand Italy,
have visited Washington
over the past several
months and appealed to
congressional Republicans
to approve more military aid
for Ukraine.

But those lawmakers may
listen to a different voice
entirely - former president,
and current Republican
presidential candidate,
Donald Trump.

Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida used an
addressto ajoint meeting of
Congress on Thursday to
urge lawmakers to
overcome "self-doubt"
about the country's role on
the world stage, warning
that Ukraine's hopes
"would collapse" without
U.S. support.

He spoke on a dais in the

House of Representatives
chamber with Republican

House Speaker Mike
Johnson, aclose Trump ally
who for months has
declined to allow a House
vote on legislation already
passed by the Democratic-
led Senate providing $60
billion in aid for Ukraine.

Johnson is due to meet with
Trump in Florida on Friday,
fueling speculation about
whether he will clear a vote
on Biden's national security
spending request as soon

as nextweek.

Trump, who has frequently
complimented Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
has been critical of
Washington's support for
Ukraine in its war with
Russia and has said he
could end the conflict in 24
hours if elected, though he
has offered few details.
Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy urged
his country's allies to make
good on their promises of
military aid on Thursday,
particularly in the form of
desperately needed air
defense systems as Russia
scales upits air strikes.
Moscow has recently
renewed its campaign of
targeting Ukraine's now
crippled energy
infrastructure, but as Kiev
runs short of Western-
supplied munitions,
including air defenses, it
increasingly struggles to
fend off the attacks.

Kudinov, Orenburg's

Graft Scanda

The village of Kaminskoye in the

so far been affected.

s Threaten Conservatives'

Bid for Third Term in Croatia Election

Page3News
e Zagreb /12 April

Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovic will bid for a
third term in Croatia's par-
liamentary election next
week but polls indicate his
conservative HDZ party
will lose its majority after a
welter of graft scandals.

If the outcome puts a
Social Democrat-led
coalition into power, it
could change the small
southeastern European
Union country's stance on
major issues such as sup-
port for Ukraine in its war
with Russia.

Plenkovic's main rival,
President Zoran Milanovic,
who said he would resign
to become the head of gov-
ernment if his Social Dem-
ocratic Party (SDP) wins,
opposes aid for Ukraine
unlike the majority of EU
member states.

For many Croats, how-

Polish Lawmakers Will Vote on
Whether to Lift a Near-Total Abortion Ban

Page3News
* Warsaw /12 April

Polish lawmakers are due
to vote Friday on whether
to lift a near-total ban on
abortion, a highly divisive
issue in the traditionally
Roman Catholic country,
which has one of the most
restrictive laws in Europe.
The party of centrist Prime
Minister Donald Tusk
wants to change the law to
allow women to terminate
pregnancies until the 12th
week of pregnancy.

Lawmakers spent six hours
Thursday discussing four
separate bills aiming to
ease the country’s abortion
laws. Abortion rights
advocates, who have long
wanted to put the issue on
the legislative agenda,
watched from the assembly
gallery as lawmakers finally
debated the proposed

changes.

Meanwhile, anti-abortion
activists held a demonstra-
tion outside with small
plastic fetus figurines and
graphicimages of damaged
fetuses, and a baby's cry
blasting from loudspeakers
as they called for a total
abortion ban.

Tusk's coalition govern-
ment s united on wanting to
reverse changes intro-
duced by a 2020 constitu-
tional court verdict that
restricted an already
stringent law still further. It
banned women from
terminating pregnancies in
the case of fetal abnormali-
ties.

But beyond that, they do not
agree and the issue has
created tensions in the
coalition that includes
Tusk's centrist Civic
Coalition, the Left and the
conservative Third Way.

Tusk's party and the Left
want to introduce legal

abortion uptothe 12th week.

However, the more
conservative Third Way
only wants to return to the
pre-2020 situation, when a
pregnancy could be
terminated because of fetal
defects — the most
common reason cited for
legal abortions in Poland
untilthose were banned.
The large conservative
opposition party Law and
Justice and the far-right
Confederation favor an
abortion ban.

Even if the lawmakers vote
to allow abortion through
the 12th week, which is
uncertain, such a change
cannot be expected soon.
The proposal would still
need to go to a commission
for further work.

And any liberalization bill
would likely be vetoed by

President Andrzej Duda,
who is allied with Law and
Justice and who last month
vetoed a bill making
emergency contraception
— the so-called morning-
after pill — available over-
the-counter to women and
girls 15 and older. Duda’s
second and final term runs
untilthe summer of 2025.
Currently abortions are
only allowed in the cases
of rape or incest or if the
woman's life or health is at
risk. Reproductive rights
advocates say that even
in such cases, doctors
and hospitals turn away
women, fearing legal
consequences for
themselves or citing their
moral objections.
According to Health
Ministry statistics, only
161 abortions were
performed in Polish
hospitals in 2022.

ever, the country's topsy-
turvy domestic politics
looms larger.

The HDZ (Croatian Demo-
cratic Union), which has
dominated politics since
Croatia's independence
from a crumbling federal
Yugoslavia in 1991, has
overseen its accession to
the EU and the euro zone,
and a tourism boom along
its stunning Adriatic coast.
In January, the average
salary had grown 8.6%
since the same month in
2023, and Croatia posted
economic growth of 2.8%
last year, well above the
27-nation EU average.
But opposition to what
many critics see as a pat-
tern of corruption and nep-
otism during Plenkovic's
tenure has grown. He
denies wrongdoing, but
his reputation has taken a
hit.

The most recent poll for
the April 17 election pub-

lished on state television
on Wednesday indicated
the HDZ could be knocked
back to 60 seats from 66
now in the 151-seat parlia-
ment.

That would cost the HDZ
the slim majority it main-
tained with an additional
11 seats held by minority
and diaspora allies.

The latest poll put the
SDP at 44 seats, three
more than in 2020, with
the right-wing anti-
immigration Homeland
Movement set to come
third with 14 seats and
the ecologist Mozemo
with nine.

To oust the HDZ, the
right and the greens
could become
kingmakers in a new
SDP-led coalition includ-
ing ethnic minorities and
diaspora lawmakers,
who are guaranteed a
role in government
under Croatian law.

Aborted Peace Deal Could Be
Basis for Ukraine Talks, Says Kremlin

Page3News
*« Moscow /12 April

An aborted 2022 peace
deal between Russia and
Ukraine could be the
basis for new negotiations
but there is no sign that
Kyiv is ready for such talks,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said on Fri-
day.

President Vladimir Putin
has repeatedly said that
Russia and Ukraine were

on the verge of agreeing a
deal to end hostilities at
talks in Istanbul in April
2022, but that the agree-
ment was sabotaged.

In remarks on Thursday,
Putin again raised the sub-
ject and said he was open
for what he called realistic
talks but not for talks
which Ukraine is holding
which seek to bypass Mos-
cow and do not, in his view,
take new realities into
account.
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Belgian Prime Minister Alexan-
der De Croo announced on Fri-
day an investigation into sus-
pected Russian interference in
Europe-wide elections in June,
saying that his country’s intelli-
gence service has confirmed
the existence of a network trying
to undermine support for
Ukraine.

“Belgian intelligence services
have confirmed the existence of
pro-Russian interference net-
works with activities in several
European countries and also
here in Belgium,” said De Croo,
whose country currently holds
the rotating presidency of the
European Union.

De Croo said that Belgian agen-
cies are working closely with the
Czech authorities after a pro-
Russian influence operation
was uncovered there. He said
that probe showed that mem-
bers of the European Parlia-
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ment were approached and
offered money to promote Rus-
sian propaganda.

“According to our intelligence
service, the objectives of Mos-

cow are very clear. The objec-
tive is to help elect more pro-
Russian candidates to the Euro-
pean Parliament and to rein-
force a certain pro-Russian nar-
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rative in that institution,” he told
reporters.

De Croo said the “the goal is
very clear: a weakened Euro-
pean support for Ukraine serves

Russia on the battlefield and
that is the real aim of what has
been uncovered in the last
weeks.”

Europe-wide polls are being
held on June 6-9 to elect a new
EU parliament.

De Croo said that Belgian pros-
ecutors are taking action. He
noted that “the cash payments
did not take place in Belgium,
but the interference does.”
“These are serious concerns
and that is why | have taken
action,” he said. “We cannot
allow this type of Russian men-
ace in our midst. We need to act,
and we need to act both on the
national level and we also need
toactonthe EU level.”

He provided no details about
who might be under suspicion.
Belgian authorities uncovered
an influence-peddling operation
at the European Parliament in
December 2022 involving offi-
cials from Qatar. The govern-
ment of Qatar has denied the
allegations.

Polish Lawmakers Will Vote on Whether
to Lift a Near-Total Abortion Ban

Page3News
* Warsaw / 12 April

Polish lawmakers are due
to vote Friday on whether
to lift a near-total ban on
abortion, a highly divisive
issue in the traditionally
Roman Catholic country,
which has one of the most
restrictive laws in Europe.
The party of centrist Prime
Minister Donald Tusk
wants to change the law to
allow women to terminate
pregnancies until the 12th
week of pregnancy.
Lawmakers spent six
hours Thursday discuss-
ing four separate bills aim-
ing to ease the country’s
abortion laws. Abortion
rights advocates, who
have long wanted to put
the issue on the legisla-
tive agenda, watched
from the assembly gallery
as lawmakers finally de-
bated the proposed
changes.

Meanwhile, anti-abortion
activists held a demon-
stration outside with small
plastic fetus figurines and
graphic images of dam-
aged fetuses, and a
baby's cry blasting from
loudspeakers as they
called for a total abortion
ban.

Tusk's coalition govern-
ment is united on wanting
to reverse changes intro-
duced by a 2020 constitu-
tional court verdict that re-
stricted an already strin-
gent law still further. It
banned women from ter-
minating pregnancies in
the case of fetal abnor-
malities.

But beyond that, they do
not agree and the issue
has created tensions in
the coalition that includes
Tusk's centrist Civic Co-
alition, the Left and the
conservative Third Way.
Tusk's party and the Left
want to introduce legal

abortion up to the 12th
week. However, the more
conservative Third Way
only wants to return to the
pre-2020 situation, when
a pregnancy could be ter-
minated because of fetal
defects — the most com-
mon reason cited for legal
abortions in Poland until
those were banned.

The large conservative op-
position party Law and
Justice and the far-right
Confederation favor an
abortion ban.

And any liberalization bill
would likely be vetoed by
President Andrzej Duda,
who is allied with Law and
Justice and who last
month vetoed a bill mak-
ing emergency contra-
ception — the so-called
morning-after pill — avail-
able over-the-counter to
women and girls 15 and
older. Duda’s second and
final term runs until the
summer of 2025.

Russian Military Trainers Arrive in Niger
as Relations Deteriorate With the US

Page3News
e Dakar /12 April

State television in Niger
has broadcast footage of
Russian military trainers
arriving in the country
aboard a plane equipped
with military supplies to
boost its air defenses
amid deteriorating rela-
tions between Niger and
the U.S.

Two Russian trainers
were filmed in front of the
plane wearing military
uniforms, caps and face
coverings. The plane ar-
rived Wednesday night,
the report said, and car-
ried military supplies to
help Niger improve its air
defenses.

“We are here to train the
Nigerian army to use the
military equipment that is
here,” one of the Rus-
sian trainers said in
French in Thursday's
broadcast. “We are here
to develop military coop-

Graft Scandals Threaten Conservatives'
Bid for Third Term in Croatia Election

Page3News
» Zagreb/ 12April

Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovic will bid for a
third term in Croatia's par-
liamentary election next
week but polls indicate his
conservative HDZ party
will lose its majority after a
welter of graft scandals.

If the outcome puts a So-
cial Democrat-led coali-
tion into power, it could
change the small south-
eastern European Union
country's stance on major
issues such as support for
Ukraine in its war with Rus-
sia.

Plenkovic's mainrival, Pres-
ident Zoran Milanovic, who
said he would resign to be-
come the head of govern-
ment if his Social Demo-
cratic Party (SDP) wins, op-
poses aid for Ukraine unlike
the majority of EU member
states.

For many Croats, however,

the country's topsy-turvy do-
mestic politics looms larger.
The HDZ (Croatian Demo-
cratic Union), which has
dominated politics since
Croatia's independence
fromacrumbling federal Yu-
goslavia in 1991, has over-
seenitsaccessiontothe EU
and the euro zone, and a
tourism boom along its stun-
ning Adriatic coast.

In January, the average sal-
ary had grown 8.6% since
the same month in 2023,
and Croatia posted eco-
nomic growth of 2.8% last
year, well above the 27-
nation EU average.

But opposition to what
many critics see as a pat-
tern of corruption and nepo-
tism during Plenkovic's ten-
ure has grown. He denies
wrongdoing, but his reputa-
tion has taken a hit.

The most recent poll for the
April 17 election published
on state television on
Wednesday indicated the
HDZ could be knocked

back to 60 seats from 66
now in the 151-seat parlia-
ment.

That would cost the HDZ
the slim majority it main-
tained with an additional 11
seats held by minority and
diasporaallies.

The latest poll put the SDP
at44 seats, three more than
in 2020, with the right-wing
anti-immigration Homeland
Movement set to come third
with 14 seats and the ecolo-
gistMozemo with nine.

To oust the HDZ, the right
and the greens could be-
come kingmakers in a new
SDP-led coalition including
ethnic minorities and dias-
pora lawmakers, who are
guaranteed a role in gov-
ernmentunder Croatian law.
"Summing up the mandate
of Andrej Plenkovic, some
30 ministersin total have left
the government (over eight
years) because of corrup-
tion and this was used by
the opposition in the cam-
paign,” said Ivan Rimac,
law professor at Zagreb Uni-
versity.

"There have been affairs
linked to misuse of EU
funds, losses in public com-
panies,” Rimac said.

In one such case, a Euro-
pean Public Prosecutor's Of-
fice inquiry led to the arrest
inNovember of 29 people in-
cluding the dean of the uni-
versity's geology faculty for
alleged money laundering
linked to the misapplication
of EU development funds

eration between Russia
and Niger.”

Until recently, Washing-
ton considered Niger a
key partner and ally in a
region swept by at-
tempted coups in recent
years.

A U.S. airbase was es-
tablished as the heart of
Niger’'s counter insur-
gency operations in the
sub-Saharan region
known as the Sahel.
Since 2012, the region
has been gripped by a
worsening insurgency
fought by groups linked
to Al Qaeda and the Is-
lamic State group.

The U.S. invested
heavily in training
Niger’'s forces to beat
back the insurgency that
has ravaged the country
and its neighbors, But
last summer, some of

those elite U.S.-trained
forces took part in a coup
that ousted the elected
president.

U.S. Journalist Missing in
Russian-Controlled Eastern
Ukraine, Say Local Police

Page3News
* Moscow /12 April

Russell Bentley, a U.S.
national, is missing in Rus-
sian-controlled eastern
Ukraine, local police said
on Friday, and a search is
underway to try to find him.
Bentley, born in 1960, a
self-declared supporter of
Russian-backed forces in
Ukraine whom Russian
state media have
described as a war corre-
spondent, reportedly went

U.S. relations with Niger
took a further downturn
last month when the
junta announced on
state television the
flights from its airbase
were illegal and that it no
longer recognized the
American military pres-
ence in the country. The
junta criticized the U.S.
for trying to force it to
choose between part-
ners, warning them
against cooperating with
Russia and Iran.

Niamey has yet to order
American troops out,
U.S. officials have said.
The broadcast said the
arrival of Russian train-
ers followed a call be-
tween Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and
the country’s military
leaders in March. Niger's
military leaders are seek-
ing to diversify their part-
nerships and achieve
greater sovereignty, the
broadcast said.

missing on April 8, police
in the Russian-controlled
Donetsk region said in a
statement.

The authorities did not pro-
vide details on his last
known whereabouts or the
circumstances surround-
ing his disappearance.
The Portuguese church
has softened its position
on possible payments in
recent years. Previously it
said it would pay victims
only if obliged to do by
courts.
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China Summons Japanese, Philippine Diplomats Over Negative Comments

Page3News
* Beijing / 12 April

China summoned Japanese
and Philippine diplomats on Fri-
day to express dissatisfaction
over negative comments about
it aired during a summit of the
leaders of the United States, Ja-
pan and Philippines, the foreign
ministry said.

The United States and its allies,
including Japan, have been
building up their militaries to
counter what they see as a grow-
ing threat from China in areas
such as the busy waterway of
the South China Sea and
around Taiwan.

At this week's summit in Wash-
ington, the three leaders dis-
cussed China's aggressive ac-
tions in the disputed South
China Sea, besides unveiling a
wide range of pacts to boost se-
curity and economic ties.

"We strongly deplore and
strongly oppose the remarks," a
foreign ministry spokesperson,

Pope to Travel to Indonesia,
Singapore, Timor-Leste and
Papua New Guinea on Sept. 2-13

Mao Ning, told a regular press
briefing in response to Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida's speech to U.S. Con-
gress in which he named China
the biggest challenge the world.

China strongly opposes these
countries' small-group politics
and any acts that instigate and
drive up tension, she said about
the summit.

"China opposes forming exclu-

globalwarmingto 1.5C.

sive circles in the region," Mao
said.

A ministry official, Liu Jinsong,
met a Japanese embassy official,
Akira Yokochi, to make "solemn
representations” about the nega-

Swiss mentalities," she

tive comments, the ministry said
in a statement, voicing China's se-
rious concern and strong dissat-
isfaction.

Liu also made "solemn represen-
tations" to the Philippine ambas-
sador to China Jaime FlorCruz,
who was summoned by the min-
istry over the Southeast Asian
country's "negative words and
deeds" related to China during
the summit.

U.S. President Joe Biden and
Kishida had laid out a series of
projects, from codeveloping mis-
siles to manned moon landings,
while condemning China's
escalatory behavior in the South
China Searegion.

The two also announced plans to
upgrade their military alliance, in-
cluding the U.S. military com-
mand in Japan and more joint de-
velopment of defence equipment.
In a separate summit with Philip-
pine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., Biden warned of
Beijing's South China Sea
moves.

Switzerland Underestimated Elderly
Women in Climate Case, Plaintiff Says

Page3News

solutely nothing."

Page3News
* Rome/ 12April

Pope Francis will travel to
Indonesia, Papua New
Guinea, Timor-Leste and
Singapore during Sept.
2-13, the Vatican said on
Friday.

Francis will be Jakarta on
Sept. 3-6, Port Moresby
and Vanimo on Sept. 6-9,
Dilion Sep. 9-11, and Sin-
gapore on Sept. 11-13
September, a statement

said.

Vietnam, which had been
suggested by the pope
and Vatican officials as a
possible destination dur-
ing the Asia trip, was not
mentioned.

The trip is expected to be
taxing for Francis, who is
87 and whose health has
been poor recently, forc-
ing him to cancel some
engagements including
some Easter events last
month.

* Vevey / 12 April

Stefanie Brander, one of
the more than 2,000
women over 64 who won
a court case against Swit-
zerland over climate inac-
tion, was on the frontlines
of a protracted legal battle
in which she said authori-
ties showed little regard
for the elderly plaintiffs.
Europe's top human rights
court in Strasbourg ruled
on Tuesday that the Swiss
government had violated
the rights of its citizens by
failing to do enough to
combat global warming.
The Swiss women who ini-
tiated the case, known in
German as
KlimaSeniorinnen (the Cli-
mate Senior Women),
said their government's in-
action put them at risk of
dying during heatwaves.
They argued their age and
gender made them partic-
ularly vulnerable, and de-
manded that Switzerland
design its climate policy in
a way that would limit

Indian Voters Want Jobs and
Lower Prices, Survey Shows
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Unemployment and infla-
tion are the main con-
cerns of Indian voters but
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's strong leadership,
his party's Hindu national-
istagenda and India's ris-
ing global stature will
likely help his re-election
bid, a survey shows.

The findings illustrate that
benefits of India's world
beating growth are not
evenly spread for its 1.4
billion people as the cre-
ation of jobs, despite
Modi's domestic manu-
facturing push over the
last 10 years, is stilla chal-
lenge.

India starts voting in a
seven-phase general
election on April 19 that
Modi is expected to win
easily. Votes will be

counted on June 4
Unemployment was the
primary concern of 27%
of the 10,000 voters sur-
veyed by Lokniti-CSDS
across 19 of India's 28
states, with rising prices
coming second at 23%,
the Hindu newspaper
said.

India is the world's fastest
growing major economy
and its fifth-largest. But
nearly two thirds, or 62%
of those surveyed, said
finding jobs had become
more difficult in the last
five years - Modi's second
term as prime minister.
The unemployment rate
rose to 5.4% in 2022/23,
from 4.9% in 2013/14 just
before Modi swept to
power, and nearly 16% of
urban youth in the 15-29
years age group re-
mained unemployed in
2022/23 due to poor skills

and a lack of quality jobs,
official data shows.
Although 22% said "the
most liked action" of
Modi's government was
the construction of a
grand Hindu temple
dedicated to Lord Ram
on a site that was con-
tested by minority Mus-
lims, only 8% said it
was their primary con-
cern.

Modi supervised the con-
secration of the Ram tem-
ple in January, a move in-
creasingly used by his
Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in its election cam-
paign to highlight the com-
pletion of a long-standing
Hindu demand.

On Friday, Modi attacked
the main opposition Con-
gress party for refusing
the invitation to the tem-
ple inauguration.

"We weren't taken seri-
ously by the authorities,
that's what the verdict of
the court shows," Brander,
69, told Reuters at her
home in Vevey, a town on
the shore of Lake Leman,
after returning from
Strasbourg to hear the ver-
dict.

"l think that was a big mis-
take."

The Swiss Federal Office
of Justice, which repre-
sented the government be-
fore the court, said it
would analyse the ruling
to determine the mea-
sures needed.

Brander, who spent her ca-
reer fighting for gender
equality in Swiss universi-
ties, pointed to lingering at-
titudes about older
women in a country where
women were granted the
rightto vote in 1971, much
later than most other Euro-
pean countries.

"Old women are made to
look after grandchildren,
to knit. This is still a very
deeply rooted cliché in

said.

Switzerland is warming at
more than twice the global
rate and its glaciers are
melting rapidly. Bern out-
lined a plan to make
deeper emissions cuts,
but voters rebuffed it in
2021 because it was
viewed as too burden-
some.

Brander and her husband
Urs had always been con-
scious of their own role:
they never owned a car
and limited consumption.

But when a major heat-
wave engulfed Europe in
2003, killing thousands of
people and causing forest
fires, Brander realised just
how critical the situation
was.

She thought authorities
would take measures,
that new technologies
would emerge to reverse
the situation.

"We still had hope," she
said on her balcony with
snow-capped mountains
in the background. "Well,
no, nothing happened, ab-

Brander had heard of
KlimaSeniorinnen since
the group's inception in
2016 and did not hesitate
tojoin.

"After | saw how young cli-
mate activists have been
treated in court, and that
the big polluters get out of
this with no conse-
quences, it made me so
angry that | said to myself,
there is something we can
do and it's to join this
movement," she said.
She said the group was
made of up of feminist
women with different back-
grounds - and they would
notreston their laurels.
"We can say for 2050 we
want to be a carbon-free
country. Ok, but how?
Who's controlling and cor-
recting this? These are
questions that need to be
put on the table now and
that's what we want," she
said. "We will keep an
eye on this, we will stay
mobilised, we will ensure
that measures are
taken."

Ten Years After South Korean Ferry Disaster,
Mothers Express Their Grief on Stage
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For Lee Mi-kyung, whose
sonwas one of the 250 chil-
dren who died in South Ko-
rea's Sewol ferry disaster
10 years ago, coping with
the grief and anger has
been incredibly hard. She
works through her pain on
stage. "l will no longer hide
in darkness, nor be de-
feated by sorrow, nor cry in
despair," Lee, 58, declares
in a play in which seven
mothers of children who
died in the tragedy portray
their journey of mourning.

The play is one of five that
Lee and other mothers
have performed over the
pasteightyears, each high-
lighting a different aspect of
the tragedy. Through the
plays, they remember their
children, mourn and renew
calls for justice and an-

swers as to how so many
children - who were told to
stay in the ship's cabins -
died while the captain and
crew escaped.

The 6,800-ton Sewol ferry
sank on April 16, 2014, with
476 passengers and crew
on board and 304 died,
most of them high school
children on an excursion to
Jeju island. The scenes of
the vessel sinking on live
TV stunned the country
and outrage has not
abated over time. The
ship's structure had beeniil-
legally modified and it was
overloaded. Safety regula-
tions were ignored and the
vessel's speed and heavy
load caused it to capsize.
Rescuers were slow to
reach the ship and were
largely ineffective when
they got there. The captain
is serving a life sentence
and other members of the

crew are also in jail. But no
other people have been
found accountable. There
have been a number of in-
vestigations and inquiries
into the disaster but the
mothers say none have pro-
vided the answers they are
seeking. Lee says she
spends a lot of time griev-
ing for her son, Young-man,
who was 17 when he died.
She finds herself standing
on the road where she saw
him off to school that day.
"He was much more affec-
tionate than most girls, full
of charm, incredibly tender
and caring, always chatter-
ing away," she said.
Meeting new people is
scary, she said, especially
when she has to tell them
she is a family member of a
Sewol ferry victim. Some of
the mothers found it difficult
to leave their homes, she
added.
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Argentine Court Blames Iran and Hezbollah
for Deadly 1994 Jewish Center Bombing
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Argentina’s highest criminal
court reported a new develop-
ment Thursday in the elusive
quest for justice in the deadliest
attack in the country's history —
the 1994 bombing of a Jewish
community center headquar-
ters — concluding Iran had
planned the attack and Leba-
non’s Hezbollah militant group
had executed the plans.

In aruling obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press, Argentina’s Court
of Cassation deemed Iran and
its Lebanese proxy, Hezbollah,
responsible for the bombing in
Buenos Aires that leveled the
community center, killing 85 peo-
ple, wounding 300 and devas-
tating Latin America's biggest
Jewish community. The court
said the attack came in retalia-
tion for Argentina reneging on a
nuclear cooperation deal with
Tehran.

Alleging Iran’s “political and stra-
tegic” role in the bombing, the Ar-
gentine court paved the way for
victims' families to bring law-
suits against the Islamic Repub-
lic. In the past three decades,
Iran has not turned over citizens
convicted in Argentina. Interpol
arrest warrants have led no-
where.

“The significance of these grave
human rights violations for the in-
ternational community as a
whole invokes a state’s duty to
provide judicial protection,” the

Meghan Markle and Prince Harry
Producing Two New Netflix Shows

ruling said, declaring the bomb-
ing of the Argentine Jewish Mu-
tual Aid Association community
center a “crime against human-
ity.”

The court decision came as no
shock. Argentina’s judiciary has
long maintained Iran was be-
hind the attack, chilling relations
between the countries — partic-
ularly after the collapse of a joint
investigation. Iran has denied in-
volvement. A spokesperson for
Hezbollah, Israel's archenemy
onits northern border, did notim-
mediately respond to a request

US, China A

forcomment.

What some said they found
shocking, rather, was the court’s
failure to provide concrete evi-
dence of Iran’s direct involve-
ment or shed new light on the
case after 30 years of setbacks
and scandals.

“I would never rule Iran out, it's
certainly on the list of suspects,
but let's do something specific
to rule it in,” said Joe Goldman,
who co-authored a book about
the winding investigations into
the Jewish community center at-
tack as well as bombing of the Is-

raeli embassy in Buenos Aires
that killed more than 20 people
in 1992. “That would be a seri-
ous investigation that we have-
n'tseen.”

The court singled out top Iranian
officials and paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard commanders in
its determination that Iran car-
ried out the bombings in re-
sponse to Argentina scrapping
three contracts that would have
provided Tehran with nuclear
technology in the mid-1980s. Its
conclusions were based on con-
fidential intelligence reports.

In light of the court ruling, Israel
asked Argentina to declare the
Revolutionary Guard a terrorist
organization. lIsraeli Foreign
Minister Israel Katz said in a
statement Friday that he
reached out to his counterpartin
Argentina, Diana Mondino, to
deliver the request. The two
spoke late Thursday, Katz said.
Past inquiries into the bombings
have turned up indictments, not
just against Iranian officials but
also two former Argentine presi-
dents. In 2015, the chief prose-
cutor in the case was mysteri-
ously found dead in his bath-
room the day before he was to
go public with claims that top Ar-
gentine officials had conspired
with Iran to cover up responsi-
bility for the bombing. Over the
years, witnesses have been
threatened and bribed.

On Thursday, the Court of Cas-
sation reduced by two years the
six-year sentence of an Argen-
tine judge accused of paying a
witness $400,000, and upheld
other sentences against former
prosecutors.

Thursday’s ruling comes just
months ahead of the event's
30th anniversary. Even as the
case has stalled for years, Ar-
gentine authorities have timed
big announcements to coincide
with anniversaries of the bloody
attack. When marking 25 years
since the attack, Argentina des-
ignated Hezbollah a terrorist or-
ganization and froze the group’s
financial assets.

Solomon Islands Election Watched by
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Prince Harry and wife
Meghan are producing
two upcoming Netflix
shows that will focus on
cooking and a U.S. polo
championship, the
streaming service said on
Thursday.

The projects are part of a
multi-year deal between
Netflix and Archewell Pro-
ductions, which was
founded by the royal cou-
ple in 2020 after they
stepped down as senior
members of Britain's royal
family and moved to the
United States.

The first new series will fo-
cus on cooking, gardening,
entertaining and friend-
ship. The show is being
"curated" by Markle, who
is serving as an executive
producer, Netflix said.

The second series will fol-
low the U.S. Open Polo
Championship in
Wellington, Florida, and of-
fer a look at the competi-
tion and the polo indus-
try's social scene. Markle
and Prince Harry are both
executive producers of
the polo show.

Both series are in early pro-
duction and will have titles
and release dates an-
nounced "in the coming
months," Netflix said.

The new series follow
other projects from the
couple, including 2022
Netflix documentary
"Harry & Meghan."

Any attempt to use military
cooperation to "intervene
in the Taiwan issueis toin-
terfere in China's internal
affairs” and is a threat to
peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait region, Zhu
said.
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A national election in the
Solomon Islands, the first
since Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare
signed a security pact with
Beijing, will be watched
next week for its potential
to jolt the U.S.-China
rivalry in the South Pacific.
The United States and
Australia are concerned
about China's naval
ambitions in Pacific
countries, as tensions rise
over Taiwan.

Despite its population of
just 700,000, the Solomon
Islands occupies a
strategic position 1,600km
(990 miles) northeast of
Australia, strewn with
World War Two wrecks
that remind it was once a
pivotal battlefield.

Ukraine Says Russian Drones
Damaged Energy Infrastructure in South

Page3News
e Kyiv / 12 April

Attacks by Russian drones
in southern Ukraine
overnight caused a fire atan
energy facility in
Dnipropetrovsk region and
damaged critical infrastruc-
ture in Kherson region,
Ukrainian authorities said on
Friday. Ukraine forces shot
down 16 out of 17 drones.
Russia also used one Kh-59
guided air missile for the
attack, the Ukrainian military
said via Telegram

messaging app. Drone
debris caused a fire at the
energy facility, whichwas not
identified. The emergency
services have putoutthefire,
according to a Friday
morning statement from
Serhiy Lysak,
Dnipropetrovsk's region
governor. No casualties
were reported by the
military or local officials.
The overnight attack also
damaged a critical
infrastructure facility and
seven private residencesin
Kherson region with no

casualties reported,
according to Kherson
regional governor

Oleksandr Prokudin. No
further details about the
facility or the damage were
immediately available.
Since late March, Russia
has launched multiple
major attacks on Ukrainian
energy infrastructure,
dealing significant
damage to the Ukrainian
power system and
causing emergency
power cuts in some
regions.

-

Voters will be focused on
hospitals struggling
without medicines,
education shortcomings
and inadequate roads
when they cast ballots on
April 17, opposition party
lawmakers said.

But Sogavare's rapid
embrace of China since he
won power four years ago -
including inviting Chinese

-

police into the archipelago
and switching diplomatic
ties from Taiwan - is also in
the spotlight.

"The services and
economy are really in a
desperate situation. The
issue of China and this
new relationship is also
important. That is a source
of anger towards
Sogavare," said Demo-

mid Pacific Influence Contest

cratic Alliance Party leader
Rick Houenipwela, who
was prime minister before
Sogavare.

Sogavare, installed as
prime minister by
independent candidates
who won a combined 37%
of the vote in 2019, has
pointed to hosting the
Pacific Games as a major
achievement and pledged
to strengthen relations with
China.

China donated stadiums
for the Games, and is
building ports, roads and a
Huawei telecommunica-
tions network.

Opposition parties said
they would scrap the China
security pact or hold a
national referendum on it,
and reduce China's
influence by accepting
more infrastructure
supportfrom U.S. allies.

China Launch of Relay Satellite Queqiao-2
for Lunar Probe Mission Successful
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China National Space
Administration (CNSA)
said on Friday its launch
of a key signal relay
satellite was a "complete
success" and it would
serve as the communica-
tion bridge for its future
lunar probe missions for

years to come, state
mediareported.
China launched the

satellite Quegiao-2, which

was named after a
mythological bridge made
of magpies, and two
miniature satellites,
Tiandu-1 and Tiandu-2,
on March 20.

Queqiao-2 will be used as
a communications bridge
between the ground
operations on earth and
upcoming lunar probe
missions on the far side of
the moon until at least
2030.

The moon's near side
always faces earth. That

means data transfers
from the far side are
impossible because there
is no direct line of sight.
Queqiao-2 researcher
and developer Xiong
Liang described the
satellite as "the main
switch" of the whole fourth
phase of lunar missions,
according to state
television CCTV.

"Only when the main
switch is flipped on, all the
communications can kick
off," Xiong said.



