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Thought of the Day

And, when you want something,
all the universe conspires in
helping you to achieve it.

:- Paulo Coelho ”

* Kyiv (Ukraine)

krainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said Sunday that
31,000 Ukrainian soldiers have

been killed in action in the two years
since Russia launched its full-scale
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Zelenskyy Says

31,000 UKrainian'Troops
Killed Since the Start of
Russia's Full-Scale Invasion

invasion.

Zelenskyy said that the number was far
lower than estimates given by Russian
President Vladimir Putin's government.
“31,000 Ukrainian military personnel
have been killed in this war. Not 300,000,
not 150,000, not whatever Putin and his

US, British Forces Carry Out More
Strikes Against Houthis in Yemen

* Washington (U.S.A.)

.S. and British forces carried
U out strikes against more

than a dozen Houthi targets
in Yemen on Saturday, officials said,
the latest round of military action
against the Iran-linked group that
continues to attack shipping in the
region.
The United States has carried out
near daily strikes against the
Houthis, who control the most
populous parts of Yemen and have

said their attacks on shipping are in solidarity with Palestinians as Israel strikes Gaza.

The strikes have so far failed to halt the Houthis' attacks, which have upset global

trade and raised shipping rates.

Ajoint statement from countries that either took partin the strikes or provided support,
said the military action was against 18 Houthi targets across eight locations in Yemen
including underground weapons and missile storage facilities, air defense systems,
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radars and a helicopter.
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Belarus'
Lukashenko Says
He'll Run for
President in 2025
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deceitful circle have been lying about.
But nevertheless, each of these losses
is a great sacrifice for us”, Zelenskyy
said at the “Ukraine. Year 2024” forum in
Kyiv.

The Ukrainian leader said that he
wouldn't disclose the

number of troops that were wounded or
missing. He also said that “tens of
thousands of civilians” had been killed in
occupied areas of Ukraine, but said that
no exact figures would be available until
the war was over.

Rest on Page 2

At Least 15 Catholic Worshippers Were Killed in an
ttack During a Service in Northern Burkina Faso

e Abuja (Nigeria)

t least 15 Catholic
Aworshippers were killed in a

Burkina Faso village on
Sunday when gunmen attacked a
community as they gathered for
prayers in the country's conflict-hit
northern region, church officials
said.
The violence in the village of
Essakane was a “terrorist attack”
that left 12 of the Catholic faithful

BURKIMNA FASO

dead at the scene, while three

others died later as they were being treated for their wounds, according to a
statement issued by Abbot Jean-Pierre Sawadogo, vicar-general of the Catholic
Diocese of Dori, where the attack happened.

No further details were provided about the attack, which no group claimed
responsibility for. But suspicion fell on jihadis who have frequently attacked
remote communities and security forces, especially in the northern region.

“In this painful circumstance, we invite you to pray

Contd. on Page 2
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In an era where the digital realm
intertwines with almost every
aspect of our lives, the specter
of cyber fraud looms larger than
ever before. From financial
institutions to individual users,
the threat of cyber fraud poses a
significant risk, both in terms of
financial loss and compromised
personal information.
Understanding the nature of
cyber fraud, its methods, and
how to protect oneself is
paramount in navigating the
intricate landscape of the
internet safely.

The Landscape of Cyber Fraud
Cyber fraud encompasses a
myriad of deceptive practices
orchestrated by malicious
actors to exploit vulnerabilities
in digital systems. These
schemes can range from
phishing attacks and identity
theft to ransomware and
business email compromise
(BEC). The motives behind
cyber fraud are often financial
gain, data theft, or sabotage,
and the perpetrators can be
individuals, organized crime
groups, or state-sponsored
entities.

Common Techniques

1. Phishing Attacks:

Phishing remains one of the

most prevalent forms of cyber
fraud. In a phishing attack,
perpetrators impersonate
legitimate entities through
emails, messages, or websites
to deceive users into divulging
sensitive information such as
login credentials, credit card
numbers, or personal details.
These attacks often prey on
human psychology, leveraging
urgency or curiosity to prompt
users to act hastily without
verifying the authenticity of the
communication.
2.Ransomware:

Ransomware is a type of
malicious software designed to
block access to a system or
encrypt files until a ransom is
paid. Perpetrators typically
distribute ransomware through
phishing emails or exploiting
vulnerabilities in software
systems. Once infected, victims
are faced with the dilemma of
either paying the ransom to
regain access to their data or
enduring potentially
catastrophiclosses.

3. Identity Theft:

Identity theft involves the
unauthorized use of someone
else's personal information for
fraudulent purposes, such as
making purchases, accessing
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financial accounts, or applying
for loans. Cybercriminals
employ various methods,
including data breaches, social
engineering, and malware, to
obtain individuals' sensitive
information and perpetrate
identity theft, leaving victims to
deal with the repercussions for
years to come.

4. Business Email Compromise
(BEC):

BEC is a sophisticated form of
fraud targeting businesses and
organizations. Ina BEC scheme,
perpetrators compromise
legitimate email accounts or
impersonate high-ranking
executives to deceive
employees into transferring
funds, disclosing sensitive
information, or initiating wire
transfers under false pretenses.
These attacks often exploit trust
and authority within an
organization's hierarchy to
bypass traditional security
measures.

Mitigating the Risks

Dr. Piyush Raja

1. Education and Awareness:
Education is the first line of
defense against cyber fraud. By
fostering awareness among
users about common tactics
used by cybercriminals and
promoting best practices for
cybersecurity hygiene,
individuals and organizations
can mitigate the risk of falling
victim to fraudulent schemes.
Training programs, simulated
phishing exercises, and regular
security updates are essential
components of a proactive
cybersecurity strategy.

2. Robust Security Measures:
Implementing robust security
measures is crucial for
safeguarding against cyber
fraud. This includes deploying
antivirus software, firewalls, and
intrusion detection systems to
detect and prevent malicious
activities. Additionally,
employing encryption protocols,
multi-factor authentication, and
access controls can help fortify
digital defenses and thwart
unauthorized access to
sensitive information.

3. Vigilance and Verification:
Vigilance and verification are
paramount when navigating the
digital landscape. Users should
exercise caution when

Unveiling the Shadows: Understanding Cyber Fraud in the DigitalAE

interacting with unsolicited
emails, messages, or websites
and verify the authenticity of
communications from unfamiliar
or suspicious sources. Verifying
the identity of individuals
requesting sensitive information
or financial transactions,
especially in business settings,
can help prevent falling victim to
BEC and similar scams.

Cyber fraud poses a significant
threat in an increasingly
interconnected world, where the
boundaries between the
physical and digital realms
continue to blur. By
understanding the tactics
employed by cybercriminals,
implementing robust security
measures, and fostering a
culture of awareness and
vigilance, individuals and
organizations can mitigate the
risks associated with cyber
fraud and navigate the digital
landscape with greater
resilience and confidence. In an
age where the stakes are higher
than ever, staying informed and
proactive is paramount in

safeguarding against the
pervasive threat of cyber fraud.

:= Dr. Piyush Raja

PhD (Computer Science)

Global Educator, Bihar, India
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31,000 Ukrainian Troops ...

“We don’t know how many of
our civilians they killed. We
don’t,” he said.

It's the first time that Kyiv has
confirmed the number of its
losses since the start of
Russia’s full-scale war on Feb.
24,2022.

Russia has provided few official
casualty figures. The most
recent data from the Defense
Ministry, published in January
2023, pointed to just over 6,000
deaths, although reports from
U.S. and U.K. officials put that
number significantly higher.

A U.S. intelligence report
declassified in mid-December
2023 estimated that 315,000
Russian troops had been killed
or wounded in Ukraine. If
accurate, the figure would
represent 87% of the roughly
360,000 troops Russia had
before the war, according to the
report.
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Independent Russian news
outlet Mediazona said Saturday
that about 75,000 Russian men
died in 2022 and 2023 fighting in
the war.

Ajointinvestigation published by
Mediazona and Meduza,
another independent Russian
news site, indicates that the rate
of Russia’s losses in Ukraine is
not slowing and that Moscow is
losing about 120 men a day.

US, British Forces Carry ...

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin said the strikes were
meant "to further disrupt and
degrade the capabilities of the
Iranian-backed Houthi militia."

"We will continue to make clear
to the Houthis that they will bear
the consequences if they do not
stop their illegal attacks, which
harm Middle Eastern
economies, cause
environmental damage and
disrupt the delivery of

Yusupova

humanitarian aid to Yemen and
other countries," Austin said.
The strikes were supported by
Australia, Bahrain, Canada,
Denmark, the Netherlands and
New Zealand.

Al Masirah TV, the main
television news outlet run by the
Houthi movement, said on
Saturday that U.S. and UK
forces carried out a series of
strikes in the capital, Sanaa.

It quoted an unnamed Houthi
military source as saying the
renewed raids were "a
miserable attempt to prevent
Yemen from providing support
operations to the Palestinian
peoplein Gaza."

Earlier this week the Houthis
claimed responsibility for an
attack on a UK-owned cargo
ship and a drone assault on a
U.S. destroyer, and they
targeted Israel's port and resort
city of Eilat with ballistic missiles
and drones.

The group's strikes are

It is natural that you hear
some news about the
support of women in all
fields in the Republic of
Uzbekistan almost every
day. For many years,
women who are active on
all fronts, who serve as
an example to their peers, who help them-
selves and others to achieve results,
have been awarded the Zulfia state
award. This award is given to women
aged 14 to 30 in 7 categories. A lot of
work goes into getting this award. The
state award named after Zulfiya is not
given to everyone. Itis given to girls who
contribute to the development of their
country, promote humanitarian ideas,
are active in all aspects, have their place
in the international arena, are winners of
events and contests, know many lan-
guages, and are grateful to lend a help-

Shokhida Yusupova is the winner of
international competitions, the head of
the Shine Academy for Girls, the laureate
of the state award named after Zulfiya.
Shokhida Yusupova is from the Khorezm
region of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
received the state award
named after Zulfia exactly 5 years ago.
He greeted every spring with tears until
he received the award. Shokhida
thought
demandingness, knowing many lan-

Contd. from Page No. 1 ...

Rakhimova
Risliqoy

winner of international
from Uchkurgan district,
region of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
Muhlisa Mamajonova was not only
awarded with the state award named
after Zulfia. Muhlisa got "Zulfia" when
she was 6 years old. In 6 years, he has
been subjected to various comments
and negative comments. But due to his
invincibility and courage,
awarded the state award named after
Zulfiya.

The state award named after Zulfia is
awarded annually to 28 most talented

Followers of "Zulfia"

2

guages, and going to the
end, and at the age of 5,
she became a laureate of
the state award named
after Zulfia.
Muhlisa Mamajonova is
a laureate of the state
award named after Zulfia,
competitions,
Namangan

he was

girls who have taken pride of place at the

about her

disrupting the vital Suez Canal
shortcut that accounts for about
12% of global maritime traffic,
forcing a longer, more
expensive route around Africa.

No ships have been sunk nor
crew killed during the Houthi
campaign. However there are
concerns about the fate of the
UK-registered Rubymar cargo

vessel, which was struck on Feb.

18 and its crew evacuated. The
U.S. military has said the
Rubymar was carrying more
than 41,000 tons of fertilizer
when it was hit, which could spill
into the Red Sea and cause an
environmental disaster.

The European Union has
launched a naval mission to the
Red Sea "to restore and
safeguard freedom of
navigation".

The United States has a parallel
coalition, Operation Prosperity
Guardian, aimed at
safeguarding commercial traffic
in from attacks by the Houthis.

district, regional, and republic levels.
There are no words to describe the
excitement and fear in the hearts of girls
who are eagerly waiting for the month of
March. Every girl has the right to receive
"Zulfia". Every woman deserves such
awards. This year, | also have the goal of
applying for the state award named after
Zulfiya. It is one of my biggest dreams to
become the recipient of the In Shaa Allah
Zulfiya State Award.

:- Rakhimova Risliqoy

At Least 15 Catholic Worshippers ...

for the rest in God for those
who have died in faith, for the
healing of the wounded and ...
for the conversion of those
who continue to sow death
and desolation in our country,”
Sawadogo said in a statement.
About half of Burkina Faso is
outside government control as
jihadi groups have ravaged
the country for years. Fighters
have killed thousands and
displaced more than 2 million
people, further threatening the
stability of the country that had
two coupsin 2022.

The country's junta has
struggled to restore peace in
violence hot spots since the
first coup in January 2022, the
number of people killed by
jihadis has nearly tripled
compared with the 18 previous
months, according to a report
by the Africa Center for
Strategic Studies in August.
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30 Airlines Join TAT's 'Alr-mazing Thailanc

Page 3 News
* Bangkok/ 25Feb.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) has launched the "Air-
mazing Thailand" campaign,
attracting 30 international airlines
to explore the capabilities of
selected airports and untapped
markets within the country. Run-
ning from April 2 to 5, the cam-
paign aligns with the govern-
ment's strategy to boost tourismin
second-tier provinces and estab-
lish Thailand as a premier global

tourism destination.

Tourism and Sports Minister
Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol
expressed hopes that the initiative
would encourage airlines to rec-
ognize the potential of Thai air-
ports in the post-pandemic world

Srettha to Lead Deep
South Visit This Week

Page 3 News
» Bangkok/ 25Feb.

Prime Minister Srettha
Thaivisin is set to lead a
delegation on a three-day
tour from February 27 to
29 to promote tourism in
Thailand's southern bor-
der provinces, an event
dubbed "Travel to the
South with All Your Heart."
The trip will be taken with
the aim of boosting tour-
ism activities and eco-
nomic vibrancy in the
Pattani, Yala, and
Narathiwat provinces.

The tour is scheduled to
kick off in Pattani, where
the prime minister will
explore the local commu-
nity market and engage
with  community leaders
and residents. His itiner-

ary includes visits to key
cultural and tourist attrac-
tions, such as the historic
Baan Khun Phithak Raya
and the culturally signifi-
cant Leng Chu Kiang
shrine, alongside attend-
ing the Pattani ASEAN
Tourism Festival 2024.

The following day, in Yala
Province, the Prime Min-
ister's engagements
include a visit to the Yala

Thai Airways Targets
2025 Exchange Listin

FE W

Page 3 News
* Bangkok/ 25Feb.

ThaiAirways International
(THAI) has announced it
is on a path to exitits reha-
bilitation plan on schedule
and targets listing on the
stock exchange in the first
half of 2025. The airline
reported a significant reve-
nue increase in 2023, with
a total of 161,067 million
baht, up 53.3% from
2022, predominantly from
its passenger services.
According to the airline’s
debt rehabilitation admin-
istrator's chairman,
Piyasvasti Amranand,
THAI plans to undertake a
capital structure adjust-
ment through a debt-to-
equity swap later this
year, aiming for a com-
plete restructure by year-
end, followed by a stock
market listing application
in the second quarter of
2025. Thai Airways will
also start repaying 400 mil-
lion baht in ticket debts to
passengers in March,
thanks to its improved
operational revenue.
Piyasvasti credited the air-
line's turnaround to the
hard work of its employ-
ees, which was achieved
without government aid,
which spurred significant
internal transformation

and competitive strength-
ening. In fiscal 2023, Thai
Airways and its subsidiar-
ies witnessed an 87% rev-
enue increase over pre-
pandemic levels in 2019,
driven by a 79.3% surge
in passenger services.
Looking forward, THAI
CEO Chai Eamsiri
detailed plans to acquire
45 new aircraft to refresh
the fleetand support ambi-
tions to become a
regional aviation hub. The
acquisition strategy will
be flexible, focusing on
streamlined fleet models
to cut costs.

With a current fleet of 70
aircraft, Thai Airways
intends to expand its des-
tinations to 61 worldwide
in the summer of 2024,
introducing new routes
and increasing fleet size
to 79 this year and 90 next
year. The company aims
to boost its market share
at Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional Airport from 27% to
35% by the end of the
year.

Learning Park and an
inspection of local initia-
tives to promote regional
specialties such as the
“Pluangchompoo fish
upstream of Halabala for-
est' and 'Nile tilapia Sai
Nam Lai Betong” to
national Gl status. His
visit also involves the
Betong Cold Climate
Flower Garden, the
Betong Mongkhonrit Tun-
nel, and Skywalk
Aiyerweng. The visit con-
cludes in Narathiwat prov-
ince, where the prime min-
ister plans to visit the
Islamic Cultural Heritage
Museum and engage with
the local Islamic Commit-
tee. He will also lead a dis-
cussion on strategies to
develop tourism further in
these provinces.

PM Srettha Conductnd Sur

Page 3 News
» Bangkok/ 25Feb.

Prime Minister Srettha
Thaivisin made a surprise
visit to Suvarnabhumi Air-
port to inspect its service
systems, marking his sec-
ond unannounced Visit.
This trip was conducted
during the evening to con-
trast his previous inspec-
tion in the morning, aim-
ing to evaluate the air-
port's operations during
high passenger traffic.

During his inspection, the
prime minister timed the
complete passenger jour-
ney, from arrival at the air-
port and navigating
through the check-in and
security processes to
reaching the terminal and
boarding. The same level
of scrutiny was applied to
the procedures for arriv-
ing passengers, includ-
ing disembarking, pro-

ceeding through immi-
gration, and the overall
management of these
systems. It was found
that these processes
were time-consuming,
which raised concerns
about efficiency.

Later, the prime minister
discussed with the airport
staff the possibility of
resolving the issues
related to timing, encour-
aging officials from both
the Port Authority and
Immigration to conduct

*Campalign

and to consider establishing addi-
tional routes that include both
-F major and emerging provincial

I destinations. By directing interna-
tional flights to less congested air-
ports beyond the three largest
ones, including Suvarnabhumi,
Don Mueang, and Phuket, the
effort aims to distribute tourism
income more evenly across the
country and alleviate overcrowd-
ing at urban airports. TAT will
later guide airline representa-
tives on tours of two sets of air-
ports. One tour will visit Chiang
Mai and U-Tapao international air-
ports, while the other will explore
Krabi, Surat Thani, and Samui air-
ports. Thailand boasts 39 air-
. ports in total, with 10 classified as
— international, including those in
major cities and key tourist desti-
nations.

prise Airport Visit

personal inspections dur-
ing peak hours to pinpoint
and remedy specific
issues.

Srettha also urged airport
staff to show a strong com-
mitment to service and
pay close attention to tour-
ists, with the goal of creat-
ing a positive first impres-
sion upon their arrival in
Thailand, believing this
approach can turn chal-
lenges into opportunities
to enhance the country's
tourismindustry.

Betong to Seek Runway
Expansion for Tourism Boost

Page 3 News
» Bangkok /25Feb.

The Betong District Tour-
ism Association has
announced a plan to pro-
pose an expansion of the
Betong International Air-
port's runway to Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin
during his visit to the dis-
trict this week. The associ-
ation's deputy president,
Narin Ruangwongsa,
announced the plan,
which aims to extend the
runway from 1.8 kilome-
tersto 2.5 kilometers. This
expansion would enable
the airport to accommo-
date larger aircraft, poten-
tially increasing the num-
ber of visitors to the area

by making travel more
affordable.

Srettha, along with Cabi-
net members, including
Interior Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, Transport
Minister Suriya
Jungrungreangkit, Tour-
ism Minister Sudawan

Wangsuphakijkosol, Jus-
tice Minister Pol Col
Tawee Sodsong, and Cul-
ture Minister Sermsak
Phongpanich, will be con-
centrating efforts on
enhancing tourism in the
deep South region, which
includes the provinces of

Yala, Pattani, and
Narathiwat.

Last year, Yala province
attracted over 1.6 million
visitors to the Betong dis-
trict alone, generating sig-
nificant revenue. The pro-
posed runway extension
is part of a broader plan to
increase tourism by pro-
moting the district's histor-
ical sites, cultural diver-
sity, and natural beauty.
The plan also involves
organizing activities, such
as "Betong Trail Run-
ning" and "Ecotourism
Route Cycling," in addi-
tion to highlighting Thai-
Muslim cultural festivities
and other local celebra-
tions.

SRT's 127th: Historic Steam Train Ride

Page 3 News
» Bangkok /25Feb.

The State Railway of Thai-
land (SRT) is celebrating
its 127th anniversary by
offering a unique steam
train journey from Bang-
kok to Ayutthaya on
March 26, 2024. This spe-
cial trip will give passen-
gers the opportunity to
travel aboard a historic
Pacific steam locomotive

featuring the numbers
824 and 850 from the
World War Il era. The jour-
ney, which commences
from Hua Lamphong Sta-
tion, allows travelers to
explore the ancient capital
of Ayutthaya for six hours
before returning to Bang-
kok. The excursion train,
identified as Train No.
901/902, is scheduled to
depart from Bangkok at
8.10 a.m., arriving in

Ayutthaya at 10.20 a.m.,
with the return journey set
to leave Ayutthaya at 4.40
p.m. and arriving back in
Bangkok at 6.50 p.m. Pas-
sengers have the conve-
nience of boarding or dis-
embarking at intermedi-
ate stops, including Sam
Sen, Bang Sue, Don
Mueang, and Rangsit sta-
tions. Ticket bookings for
this unique experience are
available via the D-Ticket

mobile application, SRT’s
official website
(www.dticket.railway.co.th
), or at ticket booths
located at SRT stations
nationwide. Pricing for the
round trip varies, with third-
class seats at 329 baht,
second-class air-
conditioned at 529 baht,
and sleeper and special
air-conditioned cars at 799
baht, inclusive of snacks
and drinks.
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PM Modi Inaugurates Projects Worth Rs. 48,100 Crore In Gujarat's R%

Page3News
* Rajkot / 25Feb.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday inaugurated and laid
the foundation stone of multiple
development projects worth
more than Rs. 48,100 crore, in
Rajkot.

In a significant step towards
strengthening tertiary health
care in the country, PM Modi
dedicated to the nation five
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at Rajkot
(Gujarat), Bathinda (Punjab),
Rae Bareli (Uttar Pradesh),
Kalyani (West Bengal) and
Mangalagiri (Andhra
Pradesh).

The Prime Minister also laid
the foundation stone and
dedicated to the nation more
than 200 Health Care
Infrastructure Projects worth
more than Rs. 11,500 crore
across 23 States and union
territories.

The PM dedicated the

the 300-bed Satellite Centre
of Post Graduate Institute of
Medical and Educational
Research (PGIMER) in

In addition to these, under the
National Health Mission and
Prime Minister-Ayushman

Bharat Health Infrastructure

.
“.

rated, dedicated to the nation
and laid the foundation stone
of 115 projects.

In a step to boost the

Modi laid the foundation
stone of various renewable
energy projects including the
300 MW Bhuj-Il Solar power
project; Grid Connected 600
MW Solar PV Power Project;
Khavda Solar Power Project;
200 MW Dayapur-ll Wind
Energy Project among others.
The Prime Minister also laid
the foundation stone of the
New Mundra- Panipat pipeline
project worth over Rs. 9000
crore.

In a step to boost the produc-
tion of renewable energy in
the region, PM Modi laid the
foundation stone of various
renewable energy projects
including the 300 MW Bhuj-1I
Solar power project; Grid
Connected 600 MW Solar PV
Power Project; Khavda Solar
Power Project; 200 MW
Dayapur-1l Wind Energy
Project among others.

The Prime Minister also laid
the foundation stone of the
New Mundra- Panipat pipeline

Medical College of JIPMER
at Karaikal, Puducherry and

Sangrur,
others.

Punjab,

among

Uttarakhand To Table Bill For Recovery
Of Property Damages From Protestors

Page3News
e Dehradun / 25Feb.

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment is set to table the
‘Uttarakhand Public and
Private Property Damage
Recovery Bill' in the
assembly during the
upcoming budget session
commencing on February
26 (Monday) to deal
strictly with miscreants
damaging government
and private property dur-
ing protests.

Under this bill, the losses
incurred during protests
and strikes will be recov-
ered from the accused
involved in the distur-
bance. To compensate for
the loss, a tribunal will be
constituted under the
chairmanship of a retired

e '
districtjudge.
The neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh government has
already passed a similar
billin 2020.

He emphasized that the
legislation benefits every
section of society, assert-
ing that a government
promise to the people has
been fulfilled.

The Uniform Civil Code

Seat Pact With 2 Key Allies
Sealed, But Congress's
Troubles Far From Over

Page3News
* New Delhi / 25Feb.

The Congress may have
managed to secure its alli-
ances with the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), but its
troubles are far from over.
The main Opposition party
is racing against time to
reach a seat-sharing
understanding in Bengal
and Maharashtra. The gen-
eral election is just a few
months away, and the
INDIA bloc is yet to begin
its campaign against the
BJP's formidable election
machinery.

In Bengal, the Congress
faces an uphill task to get
Trinamool Congress back
to the table. Trinamool
chief and Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
had earlier declared that
she would go solo after
talks with the Congress
over seat-sharing fell
through. The state Con-
gress unit, helmed by vet-
eran leader Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury, is learnt to
have bargained for about
10 seats, but the
Trinamool offered just two.
Following Mr Chowdhury's
outburst against the
Trinamool chief, in which
he called her "opportunist”,
Ms Banerjee said last
month that the Congress
had rejected all her pro-
posals. "We have decided
to fight the elections in
Bengal alone," she said,
adding that any decision
on an alliance wsill be
taken after the polls. Since
then, the Congress leader-
ship has been trying to get
Ms Banerjee back on
board, with Rahul Gandhi
saying that Mr
Chowdhury's sharp
remarks against the
Trinamool chief "won't mat-
ter". The two parties have
not been able to reach an
understanding on seats so
far. Mr Chowdhury contin-
ues to target the Trinamool
and has claimed that there
are difference within the
party on whether to ally with

(UCC) BIll was passe
with a comfortable major-
ity during a special ses-
sion of the Uttarakhand
assembly on February 7.
The Uniform Civil Code,
which proposes similar or
uniform laws for all com-
munities, was tabled dur-
ing the special session by
the Chief Minister.

Mission (PM-ABHIM),
Prime Minister also inaugu-

the
energy

production of
in the

renewable
region, PM

project worth over Rs. 9000
crore.

Got No Ration, Say People In
Churachandpur Relief Camps; Aid
Trucks Set On Fire, Says Government

Page3News
e Imphal / 25Feb.

Two of 12 trucks and
buses set on fire by pro-
testers in Manipur's
Churachandpur district on
February 15 contained
relief material for inter-
nally displaced people,
the state government said
in a statement on
Saturday, amid protest by
people in the camps over
shortage of ration.

The protesters had ran-
sacked the offices of the
district commissioner
(DC) and the superinten-
dent of police (SP) after a
head constable from their
community was sus-
pended for allegedly train-

India, Maldives, Sri Lanka
Hold 'Dosti' Exercises In
Indian Ocean

Page3News
» Male / 25Feb.

Seeking to enhance matri-
time security and
interoperability, coast
guard personnel from
India, the Maldives and Sri
Lanka have embarked on
a four-day trilateral exer-
cise to identify emerging
maritime challenges in the
Indian Ocean Region.

Indian Coast Guard ship
Samarth and ICGS
Abhinav along with Sri
Lanka Naval Ship
Samudura reached here
on Thursday for the exer-
cise 'DOSTI-16' that is
being held between Feb-
ruary 22 and 25. Bangla-

desh is participating as an
observer.

Coast guard helicopter
ICGS Dornier too is part of
the trilateral exercise
'Dosti," which Sri Lanka
said aims to enhance
cooperation, strengthen
friendship, improve
mutual operational capa-
bility, and develop
interoperability among the
Coast Guard personnel of
India, the Maldives, and
Sri Lanka. The Maldives
National Defence Force
(MNDF) late Thursday eve-
ning extended a warm wel-
cometoADG S Paramesh,
Additional Director Gen-
eral of the Indian Coast
Guard.

ing members of a hill-
based armed group, who
call themselves "village
defence volunteers".
Thousands of people liv-
ing in the relief camps in
Churachandpur, in a sym-
bolic "empty pot" protest -
showing empty bowls to
the media - have alleged
that ration supplied by the
Centre stopped reaching
them after the February
15 incident. Two mem-
bers of the Kuki-Zo tribes
were killed in the protest.
"... Due to rumours spread
by antisocial and irre-
sponsible elements in
Churachandpur, a mob of
800 to 1,000 people ran-
sacked and burnt the DC
and SP offices on

February 15. Twelve
trucks and buses parked
in the office complex were
vandalised and burnt, two
of which were carrying
relief material for campsin
Churachandpur district,”
Manipur Joint Secretary
(Home) Mayengbam Veto
Singh said in the state-
ment. The DC has always
ensured that all relief
material and food items
such as rice, dal, vegeta-
bles and other
consumables reach the
relief camps on time, the
state government said in
the statement. The pro-
testers at some relief
camps held placards that
read "Denying food is the
worst form of violence."

"I've Served People":
Trinamool MP Breaks Silence
Over Sandeskhali Row

Page3News
* New Delhi / 25Feb.

Drawing fire for her
absence and silence on
the raging Sandeshkhali
issue, Lok Sabha MP and
actor Nusrat Jahan has
said she has "genuinely
served the people" in her
constituency and followed
her party's guidelines. The
Trinamool MP from
Basirhat said West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is taking all nec-
essary steps to ensure
peace on the island that
has made headlines after
allegations of land grab,
extortion and harassment
by local Trinamool leaders.
The 34-year-old MP made
the remarks in a post on X.
She also shared a cutout of
a newspaper report that
quoted Sandeshkhali resi-
dents as saying that she
had forgotten them. "It is
heart-wrenching waking up
to such allegations,” Ms
Jahan wrote. She said
there is a need to come

together "to help create
peace and not commotion".
Asawoman, asapublicrep-
resentative, | have always
followed my parties guide-
lines and served the people.
With the Sandeshkhali inci-
dent raging, Our Hon CM
has already send Help.. and
necessary steps are being
taken for the welfare of the
people. We are not above
the law.. thus abiding by it
and supporting the adminis-
tration is what one needs to
do. I have genuinely served
the people in my constitu-
ency, in times of joy, in times
of trouble.. | act in accor-
dance with the guidelines of
my party.. and | believe we
must have faith in the state
govt and administration,
what is wrong shall always
be condemned. We must
refrain from targeting each
other and come together to
help create peace and not
commotion. People's secu-
rity and welfare is our top pri-
ority. Rest who says what
about whom does not mat-
ter.
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